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to be introduced to the boundless regions of
intellect and fancy with a mountebank for a
guide! How far must it not tend to remove them
at once from revealed truth, and from the truth
of Naturo! In what a labyrinth of conventional
fancies does it not threaten to ensnare thorn,
and in what a swamp of unsound sentiment to
engulf them ! How little favourable must such
an influence prove to a just appreciation of that
literature of which the Greeks are called upon
to take possession as lawful heirs! To read
Sophocles just after laying down Alexander
Dumas and Paul do Kock, must be liko turning
on a beautiful picture an eye dazzlod by a
conflagration, or trying the flavour of Falorniau
wine, sealed up " Oonsule Planco," with a palate
exasperated by raw spirits* I have some hope,
however, that the shrewd wit of tho Greek may
discover the cheat passed off on him, and that
the truthfulness of passion and of naturo which
belongs to his race may revolt from tho artificial
and the fantastic,